
 

 

 

NIPISSING ASSOCIATION FOR DISABLED YOUTH 

 SUMMER EDITION—JUNE 2010 

NADY NEWS 

DAN AND JAMIE DO IT AGAIN!!!!  
Submitted by Lucie Ricci 



HANDS will be provid-
ing funds in the 
amount of $6,600 to go 
towards NADY hiring 
two counselors specifi-
cally to support partici-
pants who have au-
tism. 

This will allow families 
to send their children, 
who have autism, to 
the NADY Summer 
Recreation Program 
without having to pay 
for a worker to accom-
pany them. 

It will keep the coun-
selor/participant ratio 
low enough to ensure 
the program has the 
supports in place so 
that each child can feel 
safe, valued, important 
and have lots of fun!!! 

‘HANDS’ HELPS NADY SUPPORT YOUTH 
WITH AUTISM 

RIBBON CUTTING CERMONY FOR NEW SNOEZELEN ROOM AT  
ONE KIDS PLACE 

ONE KIDS PLACE ROCKS!!! 
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The NADY Recreation Program has been accessing the amazing facilities at One Kids 
Place.  During the past school year, our participants have been having a great time 
using the gym, playing in the courtyard and on the out-door playground equipment, 
and of course watching the beautiful fish in the extra large aquarium located in the 
front entrance. 

We are looking forward to spending some time there this summer with our Summer 
Recreation Program. 

OKP is a community inclusive facility that brings everyone together under one roof. 

The PADDLE learning center has also been able to access facilities at  OKP. 

The latest addition to the facility is a “Snoezelen Room” (see below) - call 476.5437 to 
book a time. 

Community Living North Bay transferred 
its Snoezelen equipment to One Kids 
Place to expand access to a soothing 
environment offering controlled multi-
sensory stimulation for young and old. 
Comsatec Inc. Energy Management  
sponsored the room at the children's 
treatment centre.  Danny Guillemette, 
Rhiannon Vickers and Javan Levesque 
help cut the ribbon for the grand opening. 

THANKS TO 
MAC’S 

STORE ON 
LAVERY 
STREET 

FOR THEIR 
CONTINUED 

SUPPORT 
TO NADY 



We are gearing up for 
eight weeks of summer 
fun.  NADY will be offer-
ing two eight week sum-
mer camps again this 
year.  The first day of 
camp is on July 5th at 
Calvin Church. 

The morning camp will  
be for children with spe-
cial needs ages 6 to 10.  
It will run from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. 

The afternoon camp will 
is available for youth with 
special needs ages 11 

and up.  The hours are 
from  1:00 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. 

The coordinators this 
summer will be Hannah 
Larivee and Laura      
Venasse.  We have an 
enthusiastic group of 
counselors waiting to 
provide a safe and fun 
environment for all partici-
pants.   

Registration forms are 
enclosed with this news-
letter.  You may also print 
one off of the NADY web-

page at www.nady.ca. 

The summer schedule 
will be posted soon on 
the website and they will 
also be handed out the 
first day of camp and at 
the family picnic. 

If you have any questions 
don’t hesitate to call 
Laura at 494.4798 or 
Hannah at 494.0844. 

You can also call the 
NADY office at 476.5437 
ext. 3550 and leave a 
message. 

comprehensive so-
lutions.  The organ-
izers, Julie Weir 
and Shannon 
Johnson, will begin 
with a presentation 
and an overview of 
current community 
supports and then 

This meeting will 
serve as an oppor-
tunity to discuss 
the availability and 
adequacy of local 
social services.  
We are looking for 
creative ideas 
moving towards 

the floor will be 
open for brain-
storming, discus-
sions and ques-
tions.  Refresh-
ments will be pro-
vided.  Please 
RSVP to Julie Weir 
at 474.5173 or 

NADY SUMMER PROGRAM—SET TO GO! 

MEETING AT THE NORTH BAY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
THURSDAY, JUNE 3RD FROM 7 PM TO 9 PM 

NADY FAMILY PICNIC 

NADY FAMILY PICNIC 

SATURDAY, JUNE 12TH AT ONE KIDS 
PLACE LOCATED AT 400 MCKEOWN   
AVENUE—12:00 am to 3:30 pm 

RSVP TO JUDY CAMIRAND 497.1512 

CLOWNS, ENTERTAINMENT AND GREAT 
FOOD! 
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This meeting is not NADY 
organized or sponsored.   
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HE’S TRYING TO TELL YOU SOMETHING! 

When your child doesn’t speak, he can’t talk back.  If you swear, you don’t have to worry about him repeating you at an inoppor-
tune time.  And you always have someone to confide in, someone who will keep your secrets. 

It may seem odd to joke about something so serious, and I don’t  mean to be flippant about an issue that affects my son Carter so 
greatly,.  To quote Bill Cosby,: “through humour, you can soften some of the worst blows that life delivers.” Carter, 6 years old, 
has a wonderful sense of humour, so I wanted to preface this piece with something fun. 

Here’s the more serious side of it.  Having a child who is non-verbal also means that when he’s sick or upset, he can’t tell me 
what’s wrong or where it hurts.  As a mother I feel upset when I can’t comfort my son. 

In addition, even though Carter’s adept at communicating through sign language and gestures, only a handful of people are able 
to understand his unique form of communication.   He leads a sheltered life.  He goes to a regular school but he’s in a develop-
mental education classroom.  There, he spends the day with eight classmates and educational assistants and his teacher.  He 
comes home from school and has therapy for a couple of hours and then he eats supper, plays in the backyard or watchesTV.  
He is involved in after-school programs for children with special needs. 

Carter was born with Pierre Robin Sequence and a cleft palate.  He had his cleft palate surgically repaired when he was one.  
Three years passed, each  marked by my husband saying: “I really thought that he would have been talking by now.” 

A psycho-education assessment at four showed that Carter fell within the range of mild to moderate mental retardation.  We didn’t 
find out that he had apraxia until last year when we had him assessed by a 
speech therapist from the U.S. who specialized in oral motor issues.  When the 
therapist diagnosed Carter with child- hood apraxia of speech, I cried.  Hearing 
her confirm what I had long suspected made me feel validated.  Finally a profes-
sional was willing to put a name to my son’s speech disorder.   

Other professionals had been forthright in telling me that Carter’s lack of speech 
had nothing to do with his cleft palate, but when I asked specifically about 
apraxia, I was given vague responses like: “It’s too early to tell” or “He’s still 
young.  A lot of developing can happen over the next few years.”   

Carter takes weekly therapeutic riding lessons.  I stand with the other families 
watching, full of pride as he circles the arena on his horse, led by two volunteers.  
He points to things around the arena and signs repeatedly, trying to tell his help-
ers what colour this or that is or what animal he sees in pictures displayed on the walls.  It breaks my to watch him try so hard to 
make conversation when I know that the volunteers don’t know what he is saying.  They smile  politely and walk along with him, 
guiding his horse and reminding him to hold on. 

“But he’s trying to tell you something!” I want to shout.  “He’s telling you that that little girl’s coat is red.  He has to let go of the 
saddle and use his hand and finger to sign RED.” The other riders chat with their volunteers as they pass by and I catch myself 
feeling cheated.  These children have such ease in their interactions.  My son’s attempts to relate seem so foreign.  And then I 
start thinking about the variety of needs the riders have.  I consider the ongoing struggles caused by each disability and I wonder: 
“would I trade my son’s inability to speak for a different disability?” 

The idea seems ludicrous.  I feel guilty and callous just thinking about it.  Yet as a parent, is it not human to experience thoughts 
like: “I’m so grateful my child doesn’t have that “or “At least my child is able to do this?”  In my son’s case, I can list a number of 
things I am grateful for. 

But I can’t stop myself from longing for the day when I can say: “I’m just grateful that he can talk”. 

 

Stacey Moffat is a teacher, writer and mother to three who lives in Kitchener, Ontario. 



PADDLE is an acronym 
for Providing Adults with 
Developmental Disabili-
ties Lifelong Experiences. 

Well, that might be an 
understatement as de-
picted in the pictures be-
low. 

PADDLE has been out 
and about in the commu-
nity—playing pool at Part-
ners Billiard Hall, going to 
Apollo Gymnastics, swim-
ming at the YMCA, shop-
ping at the malls and 
regularly visiting Tim Hor-
tons. 

The program has also 
been very fortunate in 
partnering with the Near 
North District School 
Board who has provided 
a part-time teacher. 

Jason Berger has done a 
remarkable job ensuring 

that each of his students 
is able to learn  and grow 
at their own potential in a 
meaningful way. 

Computers remain a fa-
vorite activity for most 
students as well as the 
occasional WII challenge 
or Karaoke afternoons. 

Music with Kristy and 
Sarah are also times that 
everyone looks forward 
to. 

Megan Johnson, the 
PADDLE coordinator, is 
off on maternity leave.  
We are anxiously waiting 
for news about the new 
arrival.  In the meantime, 
Kristy Blair will be the 
coordinator until Megan 
returns.  Emily Chartrand 
has been hired on as 
Kristy’s assistant.  

The Knights of Columbus 

donated $5000 to PAD-
DLE at a presentation  in 
March 2010.  It was much 
needed and appreciated 
by everyone at PADDLE. 

Other fundraising news—
the North Bay Community 
Foundation presented a 
cheque in the amount of 
$1,000 to Sarah Rick and 
Shawn Venasse at a Din-
ner held at the Clarion 
Resort recently.  Widdi-
field students, Brianne, 
Dahlia and Michael raised 
$650 as part of their YPI 
project for PADDLE. 

Thanks to everyone for 
supporting the PADDLE 
program. 

PADDLE NEWS 

Page 5 SUMMER EDITION—JUNE 2010 

Remax Real 
Estate will be 
hosting a yard 
sale on May 
29th—All pro-
ceeds will go to 
PADDLE!!!  
Mark this date 
on your calen-
dar and come 
out and bargain 
hunt—or if you 
have items to 
donate contact 
Lori at 494.4798 

Peter racking up the balls at Partners 

Chris entangling himself with a giant snake! 

This cake was made by Lisa Smith in 
honour of Megan Johnson’s baby 
shower held in the PADDLE life skills 
classroom.  



DON’T FORGET ABOUT...YOU! 
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Some thoughts about Respite Care—by Daniel Pike 

 

Most parents would do almost anything for their kids.  This applies especially to parents of disabled children, who 
often MUST do almost everything for their kids.  Sometimes it is (literally) a thankless task, and often it can seem 
overwhelming.  Sure, there are rewards, but progress is sometimes very slow and can be imperceptible to caregiv-
ers who spend 24/7 with their children. 

 

Consequently, we all need an occasional break from the demands of parenting a disabled child.  This allows us to 
rest and recuperate, regain perspective on our situation and come back to parenting with a fresh outlook and re-
newed strength.  This is beneficial both to us as parents and to the children we care for.  It also allows us to spend 
quality time with our other children, who might otherwise feel neglected because so much attention must be de-
voted to their disabled sibling.  It allows us to do things as a family that might otherwise be impossible without such 
assistance. 

 

But there are more practical issues as well.  We all know families in which one or even both parents have had to 
quit work or work part time because of the demands of parenting a disabled child.  The school day leaves about 3 
hours in which the child must be cared for at home or elsewhere to cover the typical work day.  Many disabled kids 
have medical issues that require frequent trips to specialists and absences from school.  Some employers are not 
as understanding as they might be.  Of course this leads to lower income for these families, which means they can 
less afford the respite they need. 

 

All parents need rest and respite from parenting, and this is normally provided by spouses, relatives, or babysitters 
for an occasional outing.  But if your child has special needs, his/her needs must be provided by a specialist, some-
one who has the professional training to deal with the demands of a mentally and/or physically disabled child.  
Such caregivers do not work for nothing and should not be expected to.  Moreover, the needs of parents of dis-
abled children are greater because the job of parenting is, frankly, harder.  Therefore we need more respite to be 
able to provide the parenting our children deserve.  Unfortunately this constitutes a financial burden that most fami-
lies cannot readily afford. 

 

Fortunately some help is available.  Both Community Living North Bay and HANDS—The Family Health Network 
offer some funding for respite care for families who meet their qualifications.  In addition the Ministry of Community 
and Social Services offer some respite funding through their Assistance for Children with Severe Disabilities 
(ACSD) and Special Services at Home (SSAH) programs. 

 

Unfortunately, all of these programs are restrictive and none of them, in my opinion, fully meet the needs of families 
with disabled children.  In all cases funding is very limited and certainly would not provide the 3 hours per day mini-
mum that might enable the parent of a disabled child to hold down a full-time job.  The services are spread among 
at least 7 different programs, requiring parents to navigate a jungle of application forms, deadlines, and accounting 
systems to access very limited funding.  In many cases, the funding may go to those who are best able to navigate 
the bureaucracy, rather than those in the greatest need.  The ACSD program is tied to income.  The SSAH pro-
gram is severely oversubscribed, with a waiting list in the hundreds of families and approaching 3 years. 

 

                                                                                                                               Continued ……...pg. 7 
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Both HANDS and Community Living offer so-called “enhanced” respite funding.  You might think that enhanced res-
pite would involve sending parents on a tropical cruise or to Club Med, in which case you would be mistaken.  The 
“enhanced” part of the respite is for the children, to enable them to partake in special activities that might otherwise 
be unavailable to them.  In the case of HANDS the funding is further limited to families with children on the autism 
spectrum.  Some of this funding goes to organizations, including NADY, to better enable them to offer recreational 
programs to children on the autism spectrum, while some of it goes to individual families.  Of course, we all want our 
children to have the opportunity to participate in meaningful activities.  However, in my view at least, respite should 
be primarily for parents, and should be based on real need rather than the ability to creatively fill out application 
forms. 

 

All of this is not meant to criticize the organizations and individuals who work to provide respite care in our commu-
nity.  Most of them are dedicated professionals who do the best they can with the resources they have.  But it is also 
clear that the available resources are not sufficient to meet the needs and demands of families.  This to me is short-
sighted planning.  While we may save money by severely limiting funding for respite, we are also forcing unemploy-
ment on parents who might otherwise be able to work.  In addition we are increasing the risk that some families 
might become unable to support and care for their disabled kids, or that stress might lead to family breakdown.  This 
is always a tragedy for the family but we must also recognize that it has implications for us as taxpayers.  By saving 
money on respite in the short term, we are likely increasing costs in the long run. 

 

I conclude with a few principles that I think should be considered by governments and organizations offering funding 
for respite care.  My hope is that these can stimulate discussion among parents, governments and organizations 
about what we want to achieve with respite funding and how we should go about doing it. 

       - Access to respite, and the amount of funding provided, should be based on need.  Need depends primarily on 
the particular disability of the child and the demands it makes on the family, and capacity of the family to cope with it. 

     -  Respite care should be provided at a level to enable parents of disabled children to participate in society on an 
equal basis with those who do not have disabled kids.  This means, at a minimum, that parents should be able to 
have a full–time job and have time for a meaningful family life for themselves and their other children. 

     - Respite is primarily for parents, and available funding is inadequate as it is.  Don’t confuse the issue by tying it 
to special “enhanced” programs for children or other activities. 

     - the provision of respite funding should be streamlined and simplified, rather than spread across several organi-
zations and programs as it is now.  Provision of respite should not be based on expertise in filling out applications. 
Note:  The views in this article are of the author and not necessarily that of NADY 

BINGO! 

Thank you to all parents who have participated in our bingo 
fundraiser.  Our twice monthly bingos bring in from $1,600 to 

$2,000 per month.  We are a growing organization.  This fund-
ing is very important to maintain our programs.  Our bingos are 
always on Mondays and workers need to arrive for 7 p.m.  Par-
ents who are willing to donate 4 hours, 3 times in a 6 month pe-
riod, are welcome to call Lucie @497.3246.  Working bingos is 
a great way to get to know other NADY members!  We NEED 

YOU! 



Autism Ontario—North Bay 
and Area Chapter invites 
you to walk, roll or cycle 
and enjoy a fun filled after-
noon of activities. 

Saturday, June 5th, 2010 

Lee Park Memorial Drive 

12:00 p.m. registration 

Activities & BBQ 

Please come and spread 

awareness and raise funds 
for families in our community 
living with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder.  For more informa-
tion or pledge forms, con-
tact:                                   
autismnorthbay@gmail.com 

705.476.2299 ext 1290 
 

down arrow to select 
your local area which 
is “Muskoka, Parry 
Sound and Nipiss-
ing”. 

From this point you 
can find out how to 
access a list of work-
ers with the qualifica-
tions that you are 

If you, like so many 
families who have a 
special needs child, 
are having a hard 
time finding a quali-
fied worker to pro-
vide supervision and 
assistance for your 
child, check out 
www.respiteservice
scom.  Click on the 

looking for. 

If you need further 
instruction or assis-
tance, call Commu-
nity Living Respite 
Services at 476.5117 
and ask to speak to 
Leanne Denomme or  
Linda Jonescue. 

4th Annual Cycle for Autism 

CAN’T FIND A RESPITE WORKER? 

“COME TAKE A SHOT” 

Camp out of Scollard 
Hall, you can show 
off your basketball 
skills.  Coaches will 
be on hand to give 
you some tips on 
how to improve your 
shot.   
This is a community 
awareness event for 
NADY and the Sum-
mer Hoops Camp 

who are inclusive to 
individuals who have 
disabilities. 
Come out and take 
your best shot! 

If you have any 
questions about the 
Hoops Camp or the 
event, contact 
Charles Hawke at 
497.8490 

If you are heading 
out to the Farmers 
Market on the morn-
ing of June 12th, 
check out the 
HANDS parking lot.   

A basketball net will 
be set up and, in 
partnership with Jim 
Davidson’s summer 
coaches who oper-
ate Summer Hoops 
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CAROUSEL EVENING 

“TEN YEARS OF BRIGHTER TOMORROWS” 

Registration ……...6:00 p.m. 
Workshop 1 ……...6:30 p.m. 
Workshop 2 ……...8:00 p.m. 
 

Space is limited—register    
today! 

St. Joseph-Scollard Hall 
Catholic Secondary School 
675 O’Brien Street 
 
Workshop details and online 
registration www.npsc.ca 
Or 472.1201 ext 2243 
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Thursday, May 27, 2010 

An evening of free workshops covering important topics 
across the special education spectrum.  Welcome all par-
ents, grandparents, educators, professionals, community 

partners, and anyone with an interest in special education. 



You need to be aware of what others are doing,  
applaud their efforts,  acknowledge their successes,  

and encourage them in their pursuits.  
When we all help one another,  

everybody wins. 
Jim Stovall 

BUSINESS NAME 

We put smiles on the faces of special needs children and youth 

NADY 
One Kids Place 
400 McKeown Avenue 
North bay, ON P1B 0B2 

Phone: 555-555-5555 
Fax: 555-555-5555 
E-mail: someone@example.com 

We’re on the web 

www.nady.ca 

POSITION NAME PHONE # EMAIL 

President Dooley Ricci 705.497.3246 dandl@cogeco.ca 

Vice President Lori Venasse 705.494.4798 lorivenasse@sympatico.ca 

Treasurer Judy Camirand 705.497.1512 judy.camirand@sympatico.ca 

Correspondence Secretary Lucie Ricci 705.497.3246 dandl@cogeco.ca 

Recording Secretary Lynda Mckenzie 705.476.1328 lynmck@hotmail.com 

Director  Cam Ceppetelli 705.472.6525 cceppetelli@cogeco.ca 

Director Linda Cozac 705.476.5806 calcozac@efni.com 

Director Charles Hawke 705.497.8490 cshawke@vianet.ca 

Director Daniel Pike 705.478.8632 kinguq@gmail.com 

Director Rhonda Rutherford 705.497.3297 rlrutherford@cogeco.ca 

Director Sharon Walker 705.497.3368 pwalker9@cogeco.ca 

Director Jo-Anne Welton 705.494.8199 t.j.welton@sympatico.ca 

NADY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

NADY—Annual General Election—Tuesday, June 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

Location at One Kids Place, 400 McKeown Avenue 

All NADY members, in good standing, are invited to come and partici-
pate.  We are looking for new board members who can bring fresh vital-
ity and ideas to the table.  The time commitment is minimal—we meet 
every third Tuesday of the month at One Kids Place. 


